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Coming from longtime San Diego families, both Carlos 
LeGerrette and his wife Linda have worked tirelessly for 
decades to help improve the lives of young people, inspire 
them to better lives and promote leadership qualities. 
 
Both families came to San Diego prior to 1900 and 
established themselves as hard workers determined to see 
their children succeed.  Carlos, who also has an Asian 
background, grew up in Logan Heights and federal housing 
projects in the Linda Vista and Sports Arena area.  Linda, 
with a Russian background and from a 5th generation family, 
grew up in Shelltown and Clairemont where she graduated 
from Madison High School.  At Point Loma High, classmates 
noted Carlos transcended existing social cliques and was a 
friend to all. 
 
After enrolling at Mesa College, Carlos and Linda met, were 
married in 1966, and the two have been an inseparable 
example of energy and action ever since.  While at Mesa, 
they were mentored by Cesar Chavez and Sol Price and 
started a student club that was to become MEChA.  The 
couple graduated from Mesa in 1969. 
 
Mr. LeGerrette and Linda joined Chavez, supporting his 



causes and candidates.  
Under Sol Price, they began working on community and 
educational projects, even developing a warehouse delivery 
program they sold to Price Club in 1991. 
 
In 2001, Mr. LeGerrette and Linda founded the Cesar 
Chavez Service Clubs in San Diego Unified School District.  
Today, there are 38 clubs in 17 schools (including Point 
Loma High School) that include 1,000 total members.  
Members learn civic responsibility,  leadership values 
including nonviolence, respect, determination, service, 
tolerance and knowledge.   
 
By the time of high school graduation, students must be able 
to run a meeting, discuss issues, vote, follow and execute a 
plan, plus be totally responsible and accountable for their 
actions or inactions. 
 
Mr. LeGerrette and his wife have remained active in the 
Chicana/o Studies Dept. at Mesa College, and received the 
college’s Distinguished Alumni Award in 2014. 
 
Earlier this year, the LeGerrettes were honored with the 
Union-Tribune San Diego Latino Champions Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
 
His classmates recall Mr. LeGerrette’s prom date:  “Rosie” of 
“Rosie and the Originals,” who had the hit song “Angel Baby” 
in 1960.  They also credit him with keeping them together, 
both for reunions and day-to-day contact with each other. 
 
Mr. LeGerrette and Linda reside in a closely knit Golden 
Park Heights neighborhood.	  


