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Carleton Bingham’s life and professional endeavors are 
exemplified by success and recognition in a number of 
different fields. 
 
After receiving a PhD in physical chemistry in 1959 from 
UCLA, Mr. Bingham joined the Atomics International Division 
of North America Aviation (now Rockwell International).  He 
developed radiochemical methods for determining burnup, 
fission gas release and neutron dosimetry in irradiated test 
fuel capsules.  He also supervised the Analytical Chemistry 
Laboratory and developed a corporate capability for 
measuring the chemical composition of plutonium-containing 
nuclear fuel materials.   
 
In 1971 he was selected as Director of the Atomic Energy 
Commission’s New Brunswick Laboratory, the government’s 
Nuclear Materials Measurements and Standards Laboratory 
in New Jersey until it’s 1975 relocation to Argonne, Illinois. 
 
During Mr. Bingham’s tenure, the lab became the Certifying 
Authority for nuclear reference materials, superseding the 
National Bureau of Standards.   
 
The lab also managed an extensive inter-laboratory 



measurement evaluation program involving more than 50 
nuclear material measurement laboratories in 15 countries.  
Marked improvements in the measurement technology for 
uranium and plutonium were made.   
 
Mr. Bingham received an Award of Merit from the American 
Society for Testing and Materials in 1979.  He received the 
Distinguished Service Award from the Institute of Nuclear 
Materials Management.  He was selected as a Fellow of the 
Institute of Nuclear Materials Management in 1995. 
 
In his youth, Mr. Bingham was elected Commissioner of 
General Affairs at Point Loma High School, Student Body 
President in 1945, was named Valedictorian of his class, 
received the Pete Ross Award as the top scholar and was a 
six-semester member of the California Scholastic Federation.  
He was a two-year letterman in varsity baseball and “B” 
basketball and was known by his nickname, “Suspenders.” 
 
Mr. Bingham graduated with honors and distinction in 
chemistry from SDSU in 1950.  He joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps, commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1950.  Serving 
in Korea, he returned in 1951 and joined the Marine Reserve 
Battalion where he held every rank from Battery Officer 
through Battalion Commander, retiring in 1978 as a Colonel. 
 
Currently, Mr. Bingham resides in Gardnerville, NV with his 
wife Jodi.  Their children are Beverly, Bruce, Betsy and 
Diana.  He is a member of the local Kiwanis Club and 
received its Distinguished Service Award in 2013. 
 
	  


