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A master bass player, Bob Magnusson is recognized as one of the most successful jazz 
bassists in the music world.  He has performed with some of the greatest names in jazz 
including Art Pepper and Slide Hampton.  At age 19, he joined the Buddy Rich Band. 
 
He has collaborated with such big names as Madonna, Linda Ronstadt, Rod Stewart, 
Chick Corea and Sarah Vaughn. 
 
Mr. Magnusson also has more than 150 recording credits in his discography, including 
performances with Natalie Cole, Neil Diamond and Ronstadt. 
 
His reputation in the music world has spread worldwide.  He has been one of the most 
in-demand musicians in contemporary music. 
 
Top San Diego jazz pianist Mike Wofford said, “Bob is world-renowned.  As soon as you 
go abroad and mention you’re from San Diego, people ask, ‘Do you know Bob 
Magnusson?’” 
 
The bass came to Mr. Magnusson while a student at Point Loma High School when he 
picked up an electric bass to play in his brother’s blues band.  Soon he fell in love with 
jazz and began performing with other top jazz artists. 
 
He has performed with the bass sections of symphonies in Las Vegas and San Diego, 
where his father M. Daniel Magnusson was the principal clarinetist from 1951-1967.   
 
While studying with others Mr. Magnusson learned and perfected his skills and 
eventually learned an “economy of motion” that has served him well throughout his 
career. 
 
In the early 1980’s, Mr. Magnusson became involved with a group known as “Road Work 
Ahead,” with other touring musicians.  The group was formed as a leaderless 
cooperative with all members sharing in composing and arranging.  In recent years, Mr. 
Magnusson has  reduced his playing due to acute osteoarthritis. 
 
For more than 20 years, Mr. Magnusson has been a faculty member of the Musicians 
Institute in Hollywood and also has taught part time at SDSU, Point Loma Nazarene 
University, San Diego Community College and is an adjunct professor at Point Loma 
Nazarene University. 
 
When sharing his knowledge with students, Mr. Magnusson said, “I want them to 
recognize the human experience of rhythm rises and falls.  For that you need a 
command of your instrument, a command of your faculties and your ability to choose 
lines.” 
 
Mr. Magnusson is a member of the San Diego Jazz Society Hall of Fame.  He is married 
to Janet (PLHS Class of 1966) and lives in Point Loma.  In his spare time, he can be 
found enjoying his other passion, surfing the local waves. 
 
 
 
	  


